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First U.S. Crude Oil Export in 40 Years Sails from 
Corpus Christi  

 
Corpus Christi, TX, USA – Following the United States government’s repeal of a 40 year ban on 
the export of U.S. crude oil, NuStar Energy and ConocoPhillips have loaded the nation’s first export 
cargo at Port Corpus Christi.  The light crude oil sold to the international trading company Vitol, 
has set sail from Port Corpus Christi.   
 
Major investments in terminal operations at Port Corpus Christi in recent years have primed the 
South Texas port for a position as a leading exporter of U.S. crude oil.  Deep water, dock space, 
and abundant storage along with plans for further channel deepening will accommodate some of 
the world’s largest tankers for efficient movement of crude and condensate from Port Corpus 
Christi.  Port Corpus Christi is connected via intricate pipeline systems to the South Texas Eagle 
Ford Shale and to the Permian Basin.   
 
“Infrastructure improvements at Port Corpus Christi have placed our port in a unique position as a 
critical component in the export of U.S. crude and condensate.  Port Corpus Christi’s deep draft 
ship channel and strategic location to some of the largest production areas in the US provides a 
secure and competitive supply chain to markets worldwide. Future capital improvements including 
deepening the ship channel will accommodate larger vessels that are required to cost effectively 
supply US crude oil to global markets,” said John LaRue, Port Corpus Christi Executive Director. 
 
NuStar has invested heavily in recent years to expand its South Texas Crude Oil Pipeline System 
and in Corpus Christi Terminal operations.   
 
“Based on our investments in Corpus Christi and our South Texas pipeline system, NuStar was well-
positioned, equipped and staffed to immediately begin loading cargoes for export,” said NuStar 
President and CEO Brad Barron. “And we plan on further expanding our Corpus Christi operations 
to provide more options to our customers to move Eagle Ford Shale crude oil, whether it is being 
moved domestically or internationally. In fact, we are currently in the process of developing a 
second private dock in the Port of Corpus Christi.” 
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“Today is a great day for our nation, as the first shipment of oil leaves Texas soil through the Port 
of Corpus Christi.  We have made great strides in protecting our national security, economy, and 
the future of the Eagle Ford Shale region by lifting the ban on oil exports.  Exporting crude oil 
ensures long-term and sustainable growth throughout South Texas,” said Omar Garcia, President 
and CEO, STEER. 

 
 
About Port Corpus Christi 
As the primary economic engine of the Coastal Bend, Port Corpus Christi is the 5th largest port in the United 
States in total tonnage.   Our mission; to “Leverage Commerce to Drive Prosperity.”  Our vision; “To be the 
energy port of the America’s.”  Strategically located on the western Gulf of Mexico, with a straight, 45’ deep 
channel, Port Corpus Christi provides quick access to the Gulf and the entire United States inland waterway 
system. The Port delivers outstanding access to overland transportation with on-site direct connections to three 
Class-1 railroads and uncongested interstate and state highways. Port Corpus Christi is protected by a state-of-the-
art security department and an award-winning Environmental Management System.  With outstanding 
management and operations staff, Port Corpus Christi is clearly “The Port of the Lone Star State.” 

http://www.portcorpuschristi.com/ 
 
Port Corpus Christi is a member of START (South Texas Alliance for Regional Trade), a collaborative effort 
that highlights business opportunities in South Texas in the manufacturing, energy, aerospace, international 
trade, military, and other sectors and the related strategic support provided by Port San Antonio, Port Corpus 
Christi, and Port Laredo. http://www.southtexastrade.com/ 

• Come Sea Us; Join the Energy Port of the America’s on Social Media • 
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