
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Port of Corpus Christi 
 
Pilot Board 
 
Tuesday, July 8, 2014 8:00 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

 The Port Commission (“Commission”) of the Port of Corpus Christi Authority (“PCCA”) will 

hold a Pilot Board on Tuesday, July 8, 2014,  at  8:00 AM,  at the Congressman Solomon P. Ortiz 

International Center, 402 Harbor Drive, Corpus Christi, Texas.. 

 
  Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need auxiliary aids or 

 services are requested to contact Sherry DuBois at 885-6174 at least 48 hours in advance so that 

 appropriate arrangements can be made. 

 

  Si usted se dirige a la junta y cree que su inglés es limitado, habrá un intéprete inglés español 

 en la reunión de la junta para ayudarle. 

 

 Members of the audience will be provided an opportunity to address the Port Commission. Please  

speak into the microphone located at the podium and state your name and address. Your presentation will  

be limited to three minutes.  

 

 PUBLIC NOTICE is given that the Commission may go into executive session at any time  

during the meeting to discuss matters listed on the agenda when authorized to do so by the provisions of  

Section 418.183 or Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code. In the event the Commission elects to go 

 into executive session regarding any agenda item, the presiding officer will publicly announce the section  

or sections of the Texas Government Code authorizing the executive session. 

 

  The agenda for the meeting is as follows: 

 

1.  Call meeting of the Pilot Board to order and receive conflict of interest affidavits.  

2.  Approve the minutes of the Pilot Board meeting held on June 10, 2014. 3 

3.  Comments from the public.  (Each speaker will be limited to three minutes) 6 

4.  Receive an update report from Capt. Joe Harrington, Chairman of the South Texas 

Waterways Advisory Committee (STWAC), regarding the committee's work and general 

waterways update. 

7 

5.  Receive update from Port staff concerning the Work-Rest Requirements for the Aransas-

Corpus Christi Pilots, which will be included in the Pilot Board's Rules and Regulations 

Governing Pilots and Pilotage on the Corpus Christi Ship Channel.. 

8 

6.  Adjourn  
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OFFICIAL MINUTES OF PILOT BOARD MEETING 

JUNE 10, 2014 

 

 The Board of Pilot Commissioners for the Port of Corpus Christi Authority (the “Pilot 

Board”) met on Tuesday, June 10, 2014, at 8:00 a.m., at the Congressman Solomon P. Ortiz 

International Center, 402 Harbor Drive, Corpus Christi, Texas. 

 

 Commissioners Present: Ms. Judy Hawley 

     Mr. Richard Borchard 

Mr. Charles Zahn 

Mr. Al Jones 

Ms. Barbara Canales 

    Mr. David P. Engel 

 

Staff Present:   Mr. John LaRue 

    Mr. Frank Brogan 

    Mr. Tony Alejandro 

    Mr. David Krams 

    Mr. John Pasch 

    Ms. Sherry DuBois 

    Mr. Tyler Fuhrken 

    Ms. Sarah Garza 

    Mr. Bland Chamberlain 

    Mr. Bennie Benavides 

    Ms. Sonya Lopez 

    Ms. Liz Cantu 

    Mr. Matt Garcia 

 

Others Present:  Mr. Leo J. Welder, Jr. 

   

Others Present:  Mr. Rick Valls 

      Valls Group 

    Capt. Jay Rivera 

    Capt. Bobby Grumbles 

    Mr. Kevin Monaco 

      Aransas/CC Pilots Assn. 

    Ms. Lillian Riojas 

    Capt. Joe Harrington 

      Valero Refining 

    Mr. Roger TenNapel 

       Flint Hills Resources 

    Mr. Chris Ramirez 

      Caller-Times 

    Mr. Richard Russell 

      AET 

    Mr. Xavier Valverde 
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        G&H Towing 

    Mr. Blane Withe 

      Heldenfels 

I. 

 

 Chair Hawley called the meeting to order and asked for any conflict of interest affidavits.  

None were submitted. 

 

II. 

 

 Upon motion duly made and seconded, the minutes of the Pilot Board meeting held on 

May 13, 2014 were approved in the form presented to the meeting. 

 

III. 

 

 Chair Hawley asked for comments from the public.  None were received. 

 

IV. 

 

 The Pilot Board received a report from Capt. Joe Harrington, Chairman of the South 

Texas Waterways Advisory Committee (STWAC), regarding the status of the work of STWAC’s 

ad hoc committee on the proposed Fatigue Management Guidelines for the Aransas-Corpus 

Christi Pilots. 

 

V. 

 

 On motion made by Mr. Zahn and seconded by Mr. Jones, the Pilot Board acknowledged 

receipt of two letters from Capt. John Williams, Presiding Officer of the Aransas-Corpus Christi 

Pilots to John LaRue, concerning the proposed Work-Rest Requirements for the Aransas-Corpus 

Christi Pilots. 

 

VI. 
 

 The next agenda item was to, “Hear comments concerning the proposed Work-Rest 

Requirements for the Aransas-Corpus Christi Pilots.”  On motion made by Mr. Zahn and 

seconded by Mr. Borchard, the Pilot Board tabled this item and requested staff to research other 

ports concerning their Work-Rest Requirements for harbor pilots and report back at the July Pilot 

Board meeting.   

 

VII. 

 

 This next agenda item was to, “Consider and possibly adopt the proposed Work-Rest 

Requirements for the Aransas-Corpus Christi Pilots as Rules of the Pilot Board.”  On motion 

made by Mr. Zahn and seconded by Mr. Borchard, the Pilot Board tabled this item. 
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VIII. 
 

 This next agenda item was to “Take any other action the Pilot Board deems appropriate 

concerning the proposed Work-Rest Requirements for the Aransas-Corpus Christi Pilots.”  On 

motion made by Mr. Zahn and seconded by Mr. Borchard, the Pilot Board tabled this item.  

 

IX. 

 

 There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:09 a.m. 
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No Attachment 
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AGENDA ITEM NO. 4 

 

No Attachment 
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Discussion of OPA & STCW Federal Standards for Mariners & Pilots Taken 
from Various Sources 
 
The federal government and specifically the US Coast Guard are careful to state they do NOT 
regulate pilots.  We also must use caution going down the road of requiring pilots to meet "all 
federal requirements of U.S. licensed mariners." 
 
 First, compulsory pilot working conditions are very different than those of embarked 
crewmembers. Pilots are generally home most nights, sleep in their own bed, can exercise, eat 
regular meals, etc. Embarked crewmembers on the other hand sleep in bunks on a bouncing 
ship, conduct ships work, are subject to vessel drills, have the added stress of being away 
from home, etc. 
 
Second, and probably more important, there really isn't a single federal work/rest requirement 
that comes with a USCG credential/license. There are hours of rest req'ts for OINCNW on U.S. 
ships (46 CFR 15.1111), hours of work for deck dept (46 USC 8104), work req'ts for 
crewmembers on tank vessels (46 USC 8104), and rest requirements for U.S-registered pilots 
on the Great Lakes (46 CFR 401.451). There are also work/rest req'ts for licensed mariners 
operating in the brown water and inland fleets. Problem is, these various requirements that can 
apply to U.S. licensed mariners conflict in some ways. The STCW requirements, although not 
applicable to pilots (according to IMO and USCG), can be a useful reference for pilot work/rest 
req'ts. 
 
Our current ad-hoc version for rest, at its core requirements (e.g., 13 hours work in 24 hours, 
10 hours rest, at least 6 hours consecutive rest, etc.) is sound and should withstand scrutiny 
from NTSB and shows a proactive approach to this issue. We however, must be very cautious 
about how broadly we define "duties" of a state pilot. For example, some Industry members 
input draft included "any of the tasks necessary to prepare for piloting services." I believe this 
is overly broad. Does this to cover mundane/routine things like sitting at home repacking pilot 
bag, talking on the phone with the pilot office, rebooting/downloading updates for PPU, sitting 
in a cab enroute a job, etc.? Capturing the pilots "work," is tough to do and can often create 
problems. The Columbia River product applies a time factor much like the Port Staff product 
does. (This is the only substantive addition to the ad-hoc’s product). 
 
Another example of this conflict in play is interestingly with the APA.  The APA has concerns 
that the USCG regs dealing with Great Lakes pilots define "bridge hours" (which impacts both 
rates and rest issues) too narrowly. The regulation’s definition is "number of hours a pilot is 
aboard a vessel providing basic pilotage service.” 
 
I selected "duties" as when a pilot is aboard a vessel providing basic pilotage services, to 
begin with the Master-Pilot exchange, and add some reasonable period of time (one hour)  to 
allow for admin, transiting to and from the vessel aboard a pilot boat, and any other issue that 
may crop up. Collaborating with the Pilots indicates this is a fair measure until it is reviewed 
again.  It captures the Corpus Chris pilotage grounds, transit times, etc with the goal of 
capturing the essence and the stressful/"wear and tear" part of a pilot's day to keep our Port 
safe. 
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AGENDA ITEM NO. 5 
 

 

DRAFT by Port CC Staff  
 

 

Aransas-Corpus Christi Pilots Work-Rest Requirements 
 

A Pilot’s work hours may not exceed 13 total hours in any 24-hour period.  After a Pilot has 

completed 13 total hours of work in any 24-hour period, he or she is required to take 10 

consecutive hours of rest. A Pilot who works 13 total hours in the preceding 24-hour period will 

not be dispatched to a Vessel until the 10-hour rest period has been satisfied. Regardless of the 

number of hours worked, in any 24-hour period a Pilot must have at least one consecutive 6-hour 

uninterrupted rest period.  A Pilot has the duty to refuse an assignment if the Pilot deems himself 

or herself insufficiently rested or unfit. 

 

Work is defined as the time a Pilot is performing his or her duties as a State commissioned and 

licensed pilot.  A Pilot’s work hours for a Vessel transit of the Corpus Christi Ship Channel 

(“CCSC”) start with the Vessel’s first Master-Pilot Exchange (“Start Time”).  In other words, all 

Pilots on board a Vessel will have the same Start Time.  A Pilot’s work hours for a transit of the 

CCSC stop one hour after the Pilot steps off the Vessel or when the Pilot’s work hours for his or 

her next transit begin, if earlier (“Stop Time”).  Each Pilot will record his or her Start Time and 

Stop Time for each transit and will report these times to the Aransas-Corpus Christi Pilots 

Association’s dispatcher as soon as practicable following a transit.  The dispatcher will log these 

times into a master logbook for all Pilots.  The format of the master logbook will be developed 

by the Pilots and approved by the Pilot Board, and the Pilots shall provide the Pilot Board with a 

copy of the completed logbook for each calendar quarter beginning with the fourth quarter of 

2014. 
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